
Table REC 4-5.
Equestrian Stream Crossing Criteria based on Existing Literature and Focus Group Comments.
	Source
	Water  Depth

(feet)
	Velocity

(ft/sec)
	Comments

	
	Preferred
	Maximum
	Preferred
	Maximum
	

	Trailblazer Magazine
	2.0
	-
	-
	5.0
	Qualitative comments in text of article.  Article states: “get detailed information on any crossing that may be over 2 feet deep and/or have very fast (5.0 ft/sec) water”.

	Trail Construction and Maintenance Notebook (USDOT a)
	-
	3.3
	-
	-
	Applies to constructed shallow stream fords.  Notebook states: “A horse ford shouldn’t be deeper than 1 meter (3.3 feet).

	Equestrian Design Guidebook for Trails, Trailheads, and Campground (USDOT b)
	2.0
	-
	-
	-
	Applies to constructed shallow stream fords.  

Article states: “Locate fords in an area where the stream is straight and shallow, avoiding areas that are deeper than 2 feet.”

	Focus Group Consultation

(Poverty Bar)
	1.5
	3.0
	-
	-
	Focus group said ideal crossing depth for horses is 18 inches and max crossing depth for horses is 3 feet (chest deep on horse).  

	Focus Group Consultation
(Mammoth Bar)
	1.5
	2.5
	-
	-
	Focus group stated that crossing depth is 18 to 30 inches. 

	Average
	1.8
	2.9
	-
	5.0
	


Test:
Max Depth x Max Velocity = 14.5
	June 2010
	145
	



